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HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY
Converted Victorian water tower
LOCATION Edinburgh
ROOMS Hall, sitting rcom,
dining room, kitchen, study,
cloakroom, two bedrooms,
bathroom

PURCHASED 1987
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
"We fived in a mews house in
Edinburgh,’ says Gerry.
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HALL o
Gerry designed and built this bank
£ of space-saving wooden shelving.
To find a reputable local carpentde
visit ratedpeople.com °a

STAIRCASE
The couple =
commissioneda
local blacksmith
to make this,
Tilley's Londgn
Castings makigs —————.
bespolie cast-irdnpm =
staircases, prige—

on application |
Honed Black Sl“::lj\\s
—_—

SITTING ROOM

“This part of the house is 6o feet above the
ground and, with its wrap-around balcony, it's
definitely a room with a view,’ says Gerry.
For asimilar media unit, try the Bestd Bois TV

storage combination, £140, lkea. The Carolina
sofa is a good match, £1,095, Furniture Village
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KITCHEN 3
lined white cabinetry keaps thislight. © |
the Pronarm range at Ecko Kitchens, pric
on. Valencia Cream wall tiles are a good \
tch for these, £2.68 each, Fired Earth

=

. STUDY
\mynuuuwponm
property, this serves as both

an attic store and office.
Ikea hass range of

furniture for home offices; try

the Linnmon/Godvintable, £55
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erry and Susan Goldwyre’s

home — a converted Victorian

water tower on the outskirts

of Edinburgh — must surcly
be one of the most unusual residences in
Britain. Yet they found it quite by accident

*Susan spotred it in the newspaper one
day, and as she read out the details, | could
already see the completed conversion in my
mind’s eye," recalls Gerry, who is an architeet
by profession. [t was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to create a spoctacular home.”
Originally built in 1879, and with

stunning views of the surrounding
countryside, the water tower attracted the
attention of 200 would-be purchasers but,
ultimately, only six offers were made. 1 think
lots of people liked the idea of living in the
tower but were put off by the sheer scale of
building work involved,” says Gerey. "There

was 5o structure to speak of. just a 120-foot
tower with a hnsge water tank at the top”
With years of experience as a builder and
architect under his bele, Gerry felt confident
1o tackle the project, and he and Susan were
delighted when their bid won

Their first step was to draw up the plans.

Gerry tailored the design 1o the couple’s
lifestyle, positioning the rooms they used the
most in closest proximity to each other. The
final design consisted of seven irregulardy
shaped rooms, built one on top of the other,
linked by 92 steps. *Living in a tower invalves
more time climbing stairs, but 1've tried to
minimise the amount of time we spend
travelling between rooms,” says Gerry, who
did much of the building work himself,
assisted by friends and sub-contractors.

The renovation took just over a year to
complete, and Gerry and Susan were thrilled
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with the result. “The upstairs living room has
panoramic windows and on a clear day you
can see for mikes. It's amazing.’ says Gerry.
Several design judges agreed and the property
went on to win architecture awards.

But in 2010 disaster struck, when the
water tower fell victim o a flood. ‘One of
the pipes at the top of the tower burst and
everything had 1o be completely re-fiteed - it
was heartbeeaking. ' says Gerry. *But we used
it as an opportunity to rethink the interior.
We installed underfloor heating, along with
a brand-new kitchen and bathroom!”

Since first buying the tower, Gerry has
won the BBC's Maserchef competition and
subsequently converted the cotrage next
to the tower into a private dining room for
guests to enjoy his cooking, ‘I can't think of a
better place to live," smiles Gerry. ‘All of the
work over the years has been worthwhile” @

FAVOURITE FEATURE ‘That would have to be the sitting room balcony. We
had a bit of a battle with the planners to be allowed to build it, but being able to step
outside, enjoy the amazing views and feel so close to nature makes it all worthwhile’

kIASTER BEDROOM

dramatic grey feature wall adds depth

and contrast to this simple scheme.

Fum&&l_&bqgmpqmommm

for 2.5 Bitres, isa

£200, lkea, For details of Gerry's
practice or private dining, visit
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