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Doing DIY the right way

NEWS
8y Adrian Kajumba s Mechanic left a wreck by
attack
With summer * Trip could
upon us the help autistic
home zon
improvement
SEason Is
underway. _
« Taming fears
of a clown
But when vou
are fed up with
vour own DIY
attempt= collapsing around you and you're afraid of
ending up with a cowboy tradezsmen and a botched SPORT
job, just who do you turn to when it is time to call in e Bitter Jordan's legal
the professionals? challenge

. : “| & 230 reasons
Thanks to a new web site, homeowners in ane

z i not to be
borough desperately searching for reliable dropped!
tradesmen now have the answer. '
Rated Tradesmen www.ratedtradesmen.com was
launched in Southwarl: last week and provides CARTOONS _
householders with a direct link to highly skilled + \iew our
professionals in their area as rated by customers. Hambone,

every day!
Homeowners can submit their project details online 5 EI;;?;E?IIFJF
and are put in touch with three local tradesmen who i
are ready to provide a gquote. VOTE

Do commuters in south
London get a raw deal?

Mo, there may not be any
{" Tube but buses and trains
are very reliable

¥es - buses get stuck in
" traffic and there aren't
enaugh trains
GET OUR NEWS BY E-MAIL
e Just register

After selecting a tradesman and completing the job
the customer then rates the professional on gquality,
value and reliability.

It i= hoped the process will benefit more homeowners
and confirm the reputation of the areas' good
busines=men. The =ite has already proved a hit with
early users.

Mother-of-one Liz Blake, 40, explained: "We had a

really bad experience with tradesmen in the past =o I

got my husband James to do the DIY in the flat we

maved into in Borough, Southwarle, three years ago but that too was a disaster. In the
end we had wall paper falling down and the flooring wa=sn't good.

"“Then when we mowved into our home in Dulwich three months ago we were just
delaying the agony of having to employ tradesmen.

"We didn't know anybody in Dulwich who could recommend tradesmen to us but then
my sister-in-law told me about the site.

"We were planning to put in a new kitchen, bathroom, take the ceilings up a bit and put
new floor boards in. After our last DIY experience we knew we needed a professional
even though our hearts were in our stomachs knowing we had to use them again.

"What made it easy was the site was straight forward to use. We got good gquotes for
all the jobs we need doing and our next step is to prioritise the order of them.”

Founder of Rated Tradesman Andrew Skipwith said: "It's like word of mouth, only
better. Homeowners get free access to our network of quality trades people and zee a
range of feedback from customers."

Traders interested in joining the online community and customers seeking more
information should contact Rated Tradesmen by calling 0870 220 8820.

Adrian Kajumba akajumba@london.newsquest.co.uk
12:52pm Friday Sth May 20086
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